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“Our mission is to 

celebrate God’s 

transforming Love in 

Jesus, by following 

where Jesus’ Love is 

calling us to serve the 

community” 
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Ascension this week  

 8 am said Eucharist  

 10 am Sung Eucharist  

 Sunday School Jan 15 

during 10 am   service  

 No Sunday School Jan 22 

and Jan 29 

 One service at 9 am on Jan 

29 followed by Annual 

Meeting .  Fr Cole and Br 

Mark will both be with us 

on this date. 

Inside this issue: 

Liturgy Reflections from 
Fr. Mark 
 
VBS Spring Edition  
Announcement 
 
 “Love in Plaid” a poem 
from Eva Juliette TOrtora 

  Reflections on Worship and liturgy—Fr Mark SSJE 

Last week’s reflection on our worship focused on what it means to be 
“traditional”, the point being that tradition grounds us in the past and connects 
us with Christians in all times and places, but is not a barrier to change. Quite 
the opposite: the whole point of being rooted and grounded, to use an agricultur-
al image, is to provide nourishment for new growth of the plant and the fruits of 
this particular season.  
 
This week I’ll offer some thoughts on “liturgy”.  We often describe our Sunday 
morning worship in the Eucharist as “liturgy”. Liturgy is a word derived from 
Greek that means “the work of the people”. The word liturgy implies something 
happening and the people doing it, that is, all the people, one way or another. 
Liturgical worship is not passive, with an audience observing something being 
done by others, but rather the whole congregation’s activity or “work”.  
 
Although in our church we have the leadership of ordained ministers serving as 
deacons, priests and bishops, all the people of God are “ordained” in their bap-
tism into Christian ministry in what is sometimes called the “priesthood of all 
believers”.  All of us present in the liturgy, lay and ordained, and in union with 
Christ, make the priestly offering of “our selves, our souls and bodies”, as one 
of our prayers puts it. “Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord!” 
 
Another expression of the “priesthood of all” is everyone’s active participation: 
we sing together, recite together, pray together, listen together, go to the same 
altar together.  We try to involve as many as possible in the action: musicians, 
readers, acolytes, ushers, altar guild, flower arrangers, etc.   
 
Question for reflection: what changes might we consider to encourage all to be 
and feel actively involved in the liturgy, the “work of the people”? 
 

 Even though it’s cold outside, come pray with us.   
It will warm your soul. — Laura Wonica 



 

 

Page 2 

Ascension this week  

 

Visit us on the web at 

http://

www.ascensionsi.org/  

1 Kingsley Ave, Staten Island, NY    718.442.4187          

 Find us on Facebook@AscensionChurchSI 

                                                                      Like us on Facebook             

                                                                  

We REALLY need your help in order to make this program successful.  At the 
present time, we are looking for volunteers to fill the following staff positions:  

Music Teacher – Teach children songs that they will sing throughout the week and at the 
Maundy Thursday evening service. Teachers for 6 & 7 year olds – Teach daily bible sto-
ries based on age appropriate curriculum, activities and arts and crafts. Teachers for 8, 9 & 
10+ year olds - Teach daily bible stories based on age appropriate curriculum, activities and 
arts and crafts. Recreation Teachers – Bring children outside for recreational 
play. Hospitality and Snacks Coordinators – Set up daily snacks for each class as well 
as Thursday night reception. Teen Helpers – to assist teachers as needed  

Please contact Laura Wonica at (917) 596-3038 or laurawonica@verizon.net 

to volunteer.   
ñLove in Plaidò 
  by Eva Juliette TOrtora 

In a light in my soul  
I carry 
Love, and faith 
To carry me in sun 
To carry me in shade 

Hearts and Sky  
on this cold night 
Setting the tone  
For my spirit to take flight 
A little snow  
Wonôt cover my way 
home 
Iôm meeting with Love 
Under all the lights shown 
From the stars —- 

SPRING EDITION OF VBS – April 10
-14, 9am-12pm for Ages 4-11 

An exciting new edition of VBS is com-
ing to Ascension during Spring Break, so 
please mark your calendars and tell your 
family, friends and neighbors about our 
Ascension’s Holy Week Camp. The chil-
dren are out of school that week and what 
better opportunity for them to learn about 
Holy Week than through Bible Stories, 
song, recreation, snacks and arts and 
crafts, while sharing time with their 
friends and having a chance to make new 
ones. 

mailto:laurawonica@verizon.net

