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  Liturgy (Part IV of a series)   

òPoetry in MotionóñFr Mark SSJE 

You have probably noticed that our worship at Church of the Ascension, which 
we might describe as broadly catholic in style, involves a considerable amount 
of moving around.  In contrast to a stationary audience for a movie or lecture, 
liturgical worship such as ours is characterized by quite a bit of movement: not 
only from one place to another, but even as we remain in place. We process in 
and out, we go up to an altar for communion, we bow, we kneel, we make the 
sign of the cross, etc. In some liturgical traditions even full prostrations are used 
on occasion. 
 
We participate in liturgical worship with our whole bodies: ñhere we offer and 
present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodieséò, as one of our 
prayers of consecration puts it. One way we express the totality of our self-
offering is by participating in the congregationôs ñpoetry in motionò.  The vari-
ous movements we make, whether from place to place or in place, often have 
layers of meaning, like the words of a poem or of scripture.  
 
For example, the procession of the altar party into the sanctuary is on a practical 
level to get people where they need to be.  But it has also been seen as a liturgi-
cal symbol of the whole people of God being led into the heavenly courts by the 
Good Shepherd, the Great High Priest, Jesus Christ himself. When the bishop is 
present he or she always takes up the rear, carrying the crozier, the shepherdsô 
crook, as a sacramental representation of the Good Shepherd himself, who leads 
from behind. 
 
To be continuedé 
 
Question for reflection: what liturgical movements do you find most powerful or 
meaningful?  
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Above:  The Annual Meeting in Progress. 

Left:  The formal photo at the meetingðRoy 

and Beverly, our Wardens, with Br Mark 

and Fr Cole.  

ñFound Meò 

Faith 
   Has found me 
Love  
   Has found me 
Friendship 
   Has found me 
Glory 
   Has found me 
Wonder 
   Has found me 
Creation 
   Has found me 
Beginning Again 
   Has found me 
And Iôm rising up to the 
stars. 
 ððEva Juliette Tortoro 


