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Bill  Sorensen ñ from Fr Bill Baker   

September 10, 2020  

 

òOur mission is to 

celebrate Godõs 

transforming Love in 

Jesus, by following 

where Jesusõ Love is 

calling us to serve the 

communityó 

On Sunday, September 
13 

ðï 8 am Said Eucharist 

    ð-10 am Eucharist  with 
music but no singing by 
the congregation 

   ðï12:00 NoonðZoom 
Fellowship Hour    

ñChrist has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 

yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this 

world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the 

hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, 

yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no 

body now on earth but yours.ò Theresa of Avila 

When Bill Sorensen was 15 years old, he left home to travel the United States and see the 

world.  For a time, he worked for the circus.  He travelled with the workers from town to 

town.  He ate and slept with the people employed by the circus and he soon learned that 

ñnot every person had been given the same chance in life.ò  I believe that experience 

changed his life.  It impacted how he views those who have less than others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 30th Bill will be honored by Project Hospitality for his work with food scar-

city during the Covid 19 pandemic.  His work has been incredible. However, Bill is also 

the same person who a week ago told me a story about driving down the street here on 

Staten Island and stopping because he saw someone who seemed to need help. Bill  

provided that person with food for him and his family. He saw a need and he filled it. 

Bill often tells me these stories. One day he was driving down the road and he saw  

someone with a flat tire, so he helped the person.  Artie asked him if he could help him 

deliver food with his truck so he started delivering food to pantries and other food  

programs on Staten Island.  He stops to help those in need. It flows naturally from who he 

is as a person.  
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Bill explains it this way. ñI do it because I am an American.  We help.  I do it because I am an Episcopalian.  We help.  I 

do it because I am a Mason. We help.  And not always in that order.ò  During the interview I pushed back. ñNot all  

Americans help,ò I said.  (I wish I had said, ñNot all Christians help.ò)  He protested, ñWe do,ò and then after a long pause 

he said, ñOr we should.ò   I said there are lots of people who do not do what he does.  He just shook his head, shrugged his 

shoulders and he said ñWell.ò 

Later in our conversation, I asked Bill if he does what he does because of his faith.  ñI am not philosophical about it.ò He 

said, ñDonôt put a name on it, just do it.ò  I believe that Bill does do it because of his faith, but we do not have to label it. 

His work speaks for itself and he volunteers a lot. 

The week we tried to schedule the interview, Bill had to reschedule twice because he agreed to help do extra food  

deliveries. No labels, ñjust do it!ò  Bill rarely (or maybe never) says no. Normally, Bill delivers food, especially during the 

Covid crisis, on Monday and Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons each week and the 1st Wednesday and 3rd  

Saturday of the month.  Last week, Bill added Wednesday and Thursday mornings to his list of deliveries, thus pushing 

our interview to last Sunday after church.  Bill told me recently, that the lines in some programs have doubled and tripled.  

People are hungry and feeling the impact of loss of jobs and income due to Covid 19. 

A food pantry box ready for 

delivery during Covid  

restrictions. 

Delivering at the UAME Church 

during Covid restrictions. 
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I do not know how the whole system works, but Bill mostly delivers food to Staple UAME Church.  However, he also 

partners with other organizations like City Harvest, Christian Pentecostal Church, Catholic Youth Organization, which 

he calls ñCYOò, Marinerôs Harbor Housing, and Project Hospitality.  Project Hospitality is the large social service  

organization, here on Staten Island, which is honoring Bill for his good work and who he says is technically a 

ñcompetitorò in the food distribution arena.  I am not surprised that a competitor is honoring Bill.  Everyone can see 

how much he does to help! 

Two weeks ago, Bill came to the rectory to assist with some items that Ascension donated to Project Hospitality.  While 

he was at the rectory, another person texted him to say that they couldnôt come and help with the pick up because she 

had injured herself moving 100 lb. bags of rice.  Bill turned to me and said, ñYou know, I donôt think she was right,  

because I lifted those same bags, and they were only 50 lbs.ò 

Bill, whether he believes it or not, is Christôs body in the world.  He is Christôs hands and feet and even his strong back 

at 87 years old.  He embodies Christôs Body in action in the world.  He will tell you that he does it because Artie asked 

him twelve years ago if he could help with a delivery.  Twelve years is a long time to keep doing something.  It is a long 

time to keep saying yes. 

Towards the end of the interview Bill said something that I believe motivates him.  He said, ñGod is good to me--pay it 

back.ò  I believe that Bill has always seen that some people suffer and he enacts his faith by helping others.  He also does 

it because he is grateful.  One time he told me that he prefers the Form II of the Prayers of the People because that form 

allows us to pray for our ñthanksgivingsò. 

Bill may shrug off what he does as something that everyone should do.  He is right.  We all should help.  However, Bill 

does help.  I believe he always helped and he will continue to help because of his faith in God and because he does not 

want to see other suffer.   

We should all honor Bill and all those who step up every day, and especially during the Covid Crisis, to help those who 

are most in need.  I hope that as many of us as possible will attend the Project Hospitality Harvest Gala to see Bill 

Sorensen awarded for his years of good work.  I also hope he inspires a good many of us to help those in our community 

who are the most vulnerable and need our help. 

Blessings, Fr Bill 
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